Planning the future of your water
The Marsh and Rock Creek watersheds, together a crucial source of water for much of Adams County, was designated a Critical Water Planning Area by the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) in January. The action was taken after an assessment found that, under some conditions, demand for water in these watersheds can exceed streamflow volume. The existing interest by governments and citizens as well as the availability of funding were additional factors in the selection.

Designation of the watersheds initiates a process to develop a non-regulatory management plan for the area’s water resources, called a Critical Area Resource Plan. The public will participate in planning for the future of water resources in these watersheds.
The designated watersheds extend west past Orrtanna, north almost to Arendtsville, east to Bonneauville, south to the Maryland border, and have in their center the Borough of Gettysburg. The creeks converge in Maryland to form the Monocacy River, a tributary to the Potomac River. Protection of this interstate resource affects not only Adams County residents but downstream residents as well.  As the region’s population continues to grow, the potential for water use conflicts is expected to worsen if there is not careful planning.

The Marsh and Rock Creeks plan, scheduled for completion in 2012, is being led by a local advisory group and the Potomac Regional Committee, formed as part of the recently completed state water planning process. The Interstate Commission on the Potomac River Basin (ICPRB), with DEP guidance, is facilitating the planning. Technical assistance is being provided by the United States Geological Survey and the Adams County Conservation District. Planning and preliminary discussions were begun in 2008 by the Adams County Commissioners, who subsequently formed a Water Resources Advisory Committee. This latest effort, funded by DEP and ICPRB, is a positive outgrowth of that action.
The watersheds’ major issues include streams and wells going dry, and degradation of water quality, which pose threats to the myriad uses of the resource. After a scientific characterization of the water resources issues, recommendations for solving the problems will be developed. Implementation of the recommendations is voluntary; however, by involving a diverse group of local participants, the project will find solutions that are implementable and practical.
To this end, the local advisory group was recently formed. Charles Bennett, Manager of Environmental Affairs for Knouse Foods, was elected to be chair of this committee. Committee membership is comprised of a wide range of participants with many interests: concerned citizens, municipalities, utilities, state and local government, major water users, environmental organizations, educators, and the agricultural community.
Committee meetings are open to the public and participation is encouraged! The next meeting will be held on April 13, 2011, from 1pm to 3pm at the Agricultural & Natural Resources Center in Gettysburg (670 Old Harrisburg Road, Gettysburg, PA 17325). Broad involvement with this project will ensure the availability of adequate and clean water now and in the future.
For more information contact Heidi Moltz at ICPRB (hmoltz@icprb.org, 301.274.8116), Charlie Bennett (717.677.0409), or visit www.pawaterplan.dep.state.pa.us.
Dr. Heidi Moltz is a Senior Water Resources Scientist at the Interstate Commission on the Potomac River Basin (ICPRB).  She is the ICPRB project manager for the Marsh and Rock Creek Critical Area Resource Plan project.
