Even streams need Spring cleaning

On Saturday, April 25, as part of the Great American Cleanup, members of the Watershed Alliance of Adams County (WAAC), employees of the civil engineering firm C. S. Davidson, and volunteers from the community – adults, students, and children – cleaned up a section of Stevens Run, which flows from east to west through the Borough of Gettysburg. A stream cleanup involves walking through a stream and along its banks, collecting and disposing of trash and debris. Cleaning improves the health of the stream’s ecology and increases its physical beauty; it is an effective way to improve the stream’s habitat, water quality, and aesthetics.

While Washington Street and the bridge over it are modern, even the height of the bridge over Stevens Run is believed to be about the same as it was in 1863 – with the exception of bodies and dead horses. On July 1, 1863, the Union Army’s 11th Corps was assigned to take the ridge north-northeast of the Seminary. By late afternoon, the 11th Corps was out-manned and out-gunned as Confederate Gen. Ewell’s forces continued to swell southward towards Gettysburg. When the retreat of the Union forces began, the New York 74th Regiment attempted to return to Cemetery Ridge via Washington Street. Passing back through town, the regiment passed Gettysburg College and came to Stevens Run. Little has changed since in the section of Stevens Run west of 4th Street.

This section of Stevens Run was chosen because it is the downstream end of its course through Gettysburg. Because the stream is channelized through most of the Borough (that is, the natural bottom and sides have been replaced by concrete) this portion tends to accumulate the trash that flows straight through after a rain. As water washes down from sidewalks and streets, it carries with it whatever is in its path. In addition, the site is safe and accessible for the volunteers, easy to enter and exit.

The volunteers met and organized at the Adams County Agricultural & Natural Resources Center on Old Harrisburg Road. As expected, we found an old tire, but also a mattress and quilt, a lawn chair, an exhaust pipe, as well as countless beer bottles, soda and paint cans, candy wrappers, and Styrofoam cups of all sizes. Except for a few scratches inflicted by brambles, the volunteers were tired and satisfied with their work, but saddened to see how much trash uncaring people can throw into a stream.” The group returned to the Ag Center for lunch, courtesy of Kennie’s Markets.
 
WAAC will carry out a stream cleanup during the Great American Cleanup next year, 2010. If you know of a stream near where you live that could use a Spring cleaning, please contact WAAC adamswatersheds.org. And next Spring, don't just sit there...do something beautiful! Volunteer for this rewarding springtime activity and meet new people who are also concerned about the care of our environment.

Since its founding in 1999, WAAC has undertaken other stream cleanup and stream bank stabilization projects, including a cleanup of the Conewago Creek in the Table Rock area; the Conewago Creek Streambank Restoration of a section in the Narrows; and assessments of Rock Creek and Middle Creek, documenting existing conditions by collecting information on habitat through visual surveys, water quality through chemical testing, and aquatic and macroinvertebrate (insect) identification.

 Chad Clabaugh, a member of the Board of WAAC, is a Civil Engineer and design engineer/project manager for municipally-related projects for C.S. Davidson, Inc. WAAC’s web address is AdamsWatersheds.org.
