Ten Good Reasons

[bookmark: _GoBack]Water is precious and should be protected, but we take a clean, reliable water supply for granted – until the next drought. When our wells go dry and water use restrictions are imposed, people understandably ask what should be done to avoid such problems.

Our County government is aware of our water situation; the Commissioners included ten good reasons for action in their Resolution No. 10 of 2012, Re-establishing the Water Resources Advisory Committee. That Committee was originally established in 2008 at the urging of WAAC and others. Those reasons are:

1. Adams is a headwaters county with no significant streams flowing into it and no water supply reservoir;
2. Citizens depend on precipitation for their water supply and on groundwater and dammed streams for water storage;
3. There are increasing water needs for a growing population, for agriculture and businesses;
4. Many County streams are “impaired” according to the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (PADEP);
5. Clean  water is essential for new industries, tourism, recreation, and the County’s future;
6. Significant water “stressed” and  “challenged” areas in the County were identified by the Susquehanna and Potomac River basin commissions;
7. Marsh and Rock Creek watersheds were designated by PADEP as a Critical Water Planning Area; 
8. Under Pennsylvania Act 220, the County should coordinate and cooperate with water resource planning efforts; 
9. Pennsylvania’s Municipalities Planning Code requires the County to plan for a reliable supply of water, with provisions to protect water supply sources.
10. .The County has power under the County Code to undertake planning efforts and expend funds for its water resources.

Whew, a convincing case for the County to get to work on protecting our water resources. So far, modest efforts are underway. The County’s Planning Department is working on a water supply and protection component for the County Comprehensive Plan, and a watershed specialist is employed by the County’s Conservation District.  
 
County staff developed a Stormwater Management Plan and Ordinance, approved by PADEP, for adoption by every municipality in the County; very important because stormwater is basically our water supply as well as a flooding threat if not properly managed. County staff also are working on private well construction standards to prevent surface pollution from seeping into groundwater and contaminating new and existing wells. County staff also have contributed to a Critical Area Resource Plan for the Marsh and Rock Creek watersheds.

As you might expect, the County’s Water Resources Advisory Committee has provided guidance on these various projects. And, the Watershed Alliance has been involved through its participation on that Committee.
	
Metaphorically speaking, we might say that the County is ankle deep in the stream of work that should be done to protect our water; we can hope that in coming years it will be at least knee deep in the stream. We can also hope that our actual streams are safe for wading and other recreational uses.

To find out how safe our local streams are, plan to attend the Watershed Alliance’s annual meeting on April 24, at 7:00 p.m. at the Agricultural & Natural Resources Center on Old Harrisburg Road. After a brief business meeting, there will be a presentation on stream water quality testing carried out last year by WACC.  There will be light refreshments and good discussion. See you there.
