Where did the year go?
This year, the Watershed Alliance of Adams County (WAAC) celebrated its 10th Anniversary. As in previous years, WAAC carried out several projects to improve and protect water resources in Adams County. Below are a few highlights.
WAAC Board member Bill Hanne is Chairman of Adams County’s Water Resources Advisory Committee (WRAC), which WAAC helped the county commissioners create to carry out a county-wide Water Resources Monitoring and Protection Program. Several WAAC members also serve on the Committee. There are four WRAC sub-committees: monitoring, protection, collaboration, and forecasting. The cooperation between municipal authorities, municipal governments, and local water companies – a result of the joint realization that water is indeed a finite resource, and that Adams County has no significant surface water resources – has been critical to the success of WRAC.
In April, as part of the Great American Cleanup, WAAC members and volunteers from the community cleaned up a section of Stevens Run (“The Tiber”), which flows east to west through Gettysburg. A stream cleanup involves walking through a stream and along its banks, collecting and disposing of trash and debris. Cleaning improves the health of the stream’s ecology and increases its physical beauty; it is an effective way to improve the stream’s habitat, water quality, and aesthetics.

WAAC will carry out a stream cleanup during the Great American Cleanup in 2010. If you know of a stream near you that could use a spring cleaning, please contact WAAC at adamswatersheds.org. Volunteer for this rewarding springtime activity and meet new people who are also concerned about the care of our environment.
In July, WAAC co-sponsored a Source Water Protection Workshop to raise awareness about the threats to Adams County’s public drinking water sources and to encourage the community to support and implement source water protection practices. How we govern and shape development patterns directly affects the quality of our water.
Water suppliers can treat water through technological methods and procedures, but protecting water sources is essential to protecting public health and keeping treatment costs down. 

WAAC continued to maintain and fund a stream gage on the Conewago Creek in East Berlin to evaluate groundwater resources in that watershed. Data from the gage will enable WRAC to monitor water resources in northern Adams County. In 2010, WAAC will install additional, less-costly stream gages on other streams. WAAC members and volunteers will take and report periodic measurements of stream flow.

WAAC continues to be a supporting member of the Adams County Partnership for Land Use Education, helping county residents to understand growth concerns in Adams County.

Finally, WAAC’s web page contains a variety of resources, including information on planning processes in Pennsylvania, specific information for Adams County, and information on current and past projects. Additionally, this monthly educational column in the Gettysburg Times discusses topics from ranging the harmful effects of not recycling bottled water containers, to understanding our limited groundwater resources.

WAAC is a relatively small volunteer organization, and by itself cannot do all that is necessary to maintain the quantity and quality of our water. But we do help foster an understanding, by residents and municipal officials, of what needs to be done, and we help get it done. While much has been accomplished, much more remains to be done. I hope you will join us in our work.

Mark Berg is the President of the Watershed Alliance of Adams County (WAAC). WAAC’s web site www.adamswatersheds.org contains information if you would like to join, contribute, or volunteer.
