Hurrah for WRAC!

No, “WRAC” is not a misprint for WAAC (Watershed Alliance of Adams County) which often is mentioned in these articles. WRAC stands for the new Water Resources Advisory Committee created by a resolution the Adams County commissioners adopted on July 16. The resolution established a county-wide Water Resources Monitoring and Protection Program that will operate under the guidance of WRAC.
The resolution is based on a few very important facts: Adams is a headwater county with no significant streams or rivers flowing into it and no water supply reservoirs; therefore, we depend on precipitation for our water supply and groundwater for storage. Adams is a fast-growing county with increasing water needs, and some areas already have been identified as potentially stressed or water challenged. Counties are encouraged by the Pennsylvania Water Resources Planning Act (Act 220) to coordinate and cooperate in water resources planning, so by creating WRAC, the commissioners have taken a big step in the right direction, and they certainly deserve credit for taking this action.
So what has been happening since the resolution was adopted? Two important activities are underway. The first is appointing the right mix and number of WRAC members. As sports fans know, you can’t have a successful team if you don’t have the right players with the right skills. The commissioners recently appointed WRAC members representing local government, business, conservation groups, federal and state government, local municipal authorities, and concerned citizens. Representatives of these groups will contribute their knowledge and help identify the most productive ways to gain a good understanding of the county’s water situation and how best to protect this valuable resource. Some of the members will have expert knowledge to contribute, and this expertise will be needed because accomplishing WRAC’s mission will not be easy.

Second, preliminary work is underway to translate the resolution into suggested questions for WRAC to take up at its first meeting, planned for later this month. These questions fall into four categories:


1. Monitoring water supply. What do we know? What do we need to know? How will we get the data (stream flow gages, monitoring wells, etc.), and how will it be analyzed and reported?


2. Forecasting. What is the outlook for water supply under current conditions and possible growth scenarios?


3. Protecting. What has been done and should be done to protect water resources, especially municipal well recharge areas, stream headwaters; and riparian buffers? What measures are needed to prevent contamination or pollution of our water? 


4. Collaborating. What is being done or could be done by municipal authorities together with state and local government to maximize overall capability to provide adequate, dependable, good-quality water at reasonable cost?

WRAC will no doubt revise and refine these questions, and it will take work and cooperation to get answers. Some answers should come fairly soon while others will require years of data collection (for example, stream flow under normal, drought, and flood conditions). It’s fair to assume that even after years of work, WRAC will not have complete answers to every question about our water situation. But I believe we will have good answers to some of our most important questions.

As you may assume by my writing this article, WAAC members have been involved in helping to establish WRAC, and they will be involved in helping WRAC find some answers. As the saying goes, many hands make light work.  

Charles Skopic is a member of the county’s new Water Resources Advisory Committee and past President of the Watershed Alliance of Adams County (WAAC). WAAC’s web address is www.adamswatersheds.org.
